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Kasia a young Polish girl, arrives in London one Winter determined to make a new start.  However when fate pushes her onto the margins of society, her dreams quickly turn to nightmares.  That is until a glimmer of hope appears in an unexpected guise...


Story Synopsis 

London Winter.  Kasia, a young Polish girl, arrives in the city determined to begin a new life.  Stirred by memories of her family’s past, she tries to pursue her childhood ambitions of studying the cello.  However, things don’t go according to plan and she soon finds herself struggling on the margins of society.  Desperate, penniless and alone just before Christmas, Kasia’s venture seems like becoming another broken dream.  That is, until a glimmer of hope appears in an unexpected guise…

Written & directed by Andrew Cussens, OUT IN THE COLD is a story of individual faith, hope and suffering.  A contemporary film, it also addresses key issues of immigration, urban culture and alienation.
Project Details
Genre
Short Drama

Language 
English

Length including end titles 
30mins 40secs

Country of Origin 
United Kingdom

Shooting Format 
DVCAM

Exhibition Format 
DVD

Production Company 
Marchmont Films

Website 
www.outinthecoldmovie.com

Date of Completion 
August 2005

Production Cost 
£6000.00

Funding 
Self-Funded
Key Cast & Crew

Kasia 
Jessica Andrews

Bag Lady 
Ellie Dickens

Academy Director 
Duncan Bannatyne 

Writer, Director & Producer
Andrew Cussens

Film Editor
Stephen Coltrane

Director of Photography 
Dusan Krnac

Assistant Director
Vladimir Vasconcelos 

Composer
Helen Long

Sound Designer
Clare Thwaites

Director’s Biography

Born 1967 in Enfield UK, Andrew studied at Birkbeck College, University of London, where he graduated with a degree in English, Music & Art.  After assisting students at the National Film & Television School and working for film & TV event organisers MediaXchange, Andrew decide to pursue a career in film-making.  Upon completing his masters degree in English at Queen Mary College, University of London, Andrew set about writing short scripts, one of these, OUT IN THE COLD, he went on to direct himself.  Andrew has attended acting classes at the Central School of Speech & Drama and received director training from Mark Travis at the FilmFarm in Poland. He is currently working with a development team on further short dramas with the intention of advancing onto feature projects in the very near future. 

Filmography: Writer, Director & Producer OUT IN THE COLD Marchmont Films, UK (2005)

Assistant Producer THE CROWSTONE National Film & Television School, UK (2000)

Director’s Statement

London has always been a magnet for various immigrant populations and the recent expansion of the European Union to include countries such as Poland, has brought yet another dimension to the city's cultural landscape. However many of those who come to London, do so in the hope that it will also stimulate the changes and opportunities they wish. Whilst Kasia's story is ostensibly about pursuing your dreams and being an immigrant, it is also about the universal feelings of estrangement and isolation. Kasia has to survive in an unfamiliar world and does not have a great deal to fall back on. She is driven by her need for self-fulfilment, love and to find a place in the world. Ultimately, OUT IN THE COLD is a redemption story in which hope comes from an individual more forsaken than herself.  Her saviour is a person who truly exists on the margins of society, but nonetheless isn't without love, feeling and understanding.  Fate it seems can control our destinies, but not what is in our hearts.  Writing 'Out in the Cold' began after completing my masters degree at the University of London.  I hadn't lived in London long and to some extent, I could identify with feelings of outsiderness.  Originally, I didn't intend to direct this myself since I possessed very little film-making experience, however somewhat shy about asking anyone else to direct it, I decided to have a go.  It was fortunate that I found some excellent collaborators and with a professional background in creative management, I found the experience of directing very natural.  I consider myself primarily a storyteller motivated by the wish to share experiences with other people. My original aim wasn't to make a film for sake of saying ‘I made a short film’, but to tell a character-led story which people could identify with.  Passionate enough about the project, I financed it myself and overall 'Out in the Cold' took about two and a half years to make.
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